
narrator Ibrahim goes: I do not know whether he increased or

decreased (the rak'ahs of prayer). When he gave the

salutation, he was asked: Has something new happened in the

prayer, Apostle of Allah? He said: What is it? They said: You

prayed so many and so many (rak'ahs). He then relented his

foot and faced the Qiblah and made two prostrations. He then

gave the salutation. When he turned away (finished the

prayer), he turned his face to us and said: Had anything new

happened in prayer, I would have informed you. I am only a

human being and I forget just as you do; so when I forget,

remind me, and when any of you is in doubt about his prayer he

should aim at what is correct, and complete his prayer in that

respect, then give the salutation and afterwards made two

prostrations.

Book 3, Number 1018:

Narrated Mu'awiyah ibn Khudayj: One day the Apostle of Allah

(peace_be_upon_him) prayed and gave the salutation while a

rak'ah of the prayer remained to be offered. A man went to him

and said: You forgot to offer one rak'ah of prayer. Then he

returned and entered the mosque and ordered Bilal (to utter

the Iqamah). He uttered the Iqamah for prayer. He then led the

people in one rak'ah of prayer. I stated it to the people.

They asked me: Do you know who he was? I said: No, but I can

recognise him if I see him. Then the man passed by me, I said:

It is he. The people said: This is Talhah ibn Ubaydullah.

Book 3, Number 1020:

Narrated Abdullah ibn Abbas: The Prophet (peace_be_upon_him)

named the two prostrations of forgetfulness disgraceful for

the devil.

Book 3, Number 1021:

Narrated Ata' ibn Yasar: The Prophet (peace_be_upon_him) said:

When one of you is in doubt about his prayer, and does not

know how much he has prayed, three or four rak'ahs, he should

pray one (additional) rak'ah and make two prostrations while

sitting before giving the salutation. If the (additional)



rak'ah which he prayed is the fifth one, he will make it an

even number by these two prostrations. If it is the fourth

one, the two prostrations will be a disgrace for the devil.

Book 3, Number 1022:

Narrated Ata' ibn Yasar: The Prophet (peace_be_upon_him) said:

If one of you is in doubt about his prayer, and if he is sure

that he has prayed three rak'ahs, he should stand and complete

one rak'ah along with its prostrations. Then he should sit and

recite the tashahhud. When he finishes the prayer, and there

remains nothing except salutation, he should make two

prostrations while he is sitting and afterwards should give

the salutation.

Book 3, Number 1023:

Narrated Abdullah ibn Mas'ud: AbuUbaydah reported, on the

authority of his father Abdullah (ibn Mas'ud), the Apostle of

Allah (peace_be_upon_him) as saying: When you offer the

prayer, and you are in doubt about the number of rak'ahs

whether offered three or four, and you have prayed four

rak'ahs in all probability in your opinion, you should recite

tashahhud and make two prostrations while you are sitting

before giving the salutation. afterwards you should recite the

tashahhud and give the salutation again.

Book 3, Number 1024:

Narrated AbuSa'id al−Khudri: The Prophet (peace_be_upon_him)

said: When one of you prays, and he does not know whether he

prayed more or less rak'ahs (than those prescribed by the

Shari'ah), he should perform two prostrations while he is

sitting. If the devil comes to him, and tells him (suggests

him): "You have been defiled," he should say: "You have told a

lie," except that he feels smell with his nose, or sound with

his ears (then his ablution will break). These are the

wording; of the tradition reported by Aban.

Book 3, Number 1028:

Narrated Abdullah ibn Ja'far: The Prophet (peace_be_upon_him)


